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Student Expectations of the 

Newhart Middle School Instrumental Music Department
Mr. Kenton Klingbeil, Director



Mrs. Valerie Petty, Director

I. ROOM BEHAVIOR AND EXPECTATIONS

1. Walk in quietly, put your case next to your chair & get your music ready.  Be seated by the time the tardy bell rings.

2. Sit at “rest position” when not performing.

3. When baton is raised, bring instrument to playing position…no talking!

4. Each student will be responsible for his/her own music!  Students will not be able to leave music on their stands at the end of the rehearsal and will place it in their own backpack to take home for practicing!  Students may not take another persons music or leave it in the music room!

II. ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

1. All evaluations for grades are based on the individual.  No student is compared to or evaluated with any other student.

2. Grades are a combination of 2 major categories:

A. Academic

B. Participation/Citizenship

III. GRADING

Our grades are weighted.  Here is the breakdown:

30% Classroom Participation

25% Concerts

20% Playing Tests

15% Practice Cards

5% Supply, Folder, Music, Pencil Checks

5% Returned Materials

Classroom Participation:

1. Correct playing posture

2. Proper breath control/good tone quality

3. Correct interpretation of rhythm, melody, harmony, dynamics, and style

4. Understanding of musical terms and symbols

5. Classroom playing and tests

Practice Cards:


Practice cards are due on the first of the month that follows the given card. For example, the January card will be due on the first of February.  Students will need to obtain a parent signature & turn them in on time.  They will only be accepted for a total of 3 days.  During that time, late cards will be given late credit - which is 1 hour off the grand total for every day late.  Occasionally we may change a practice card due date to reflect the ending of a grading period.


Those students who participate in the All Southern California honor groups or the CUSD honor groups may count their rehearsal and concert time on their practice cards.  Students who play other instruments seriously, such as piano, may count up to 4 hours a month on a practice card with that instrument as long as they have a full 6 hours on the card from the instrument that they play in this class.


Students may be given a playing test to demonstrate an appropriate skill based on the number of hours submitted on the practice card.

Practice card grading:

A = 10 hours a month

B = 8 ½ hours a month

C = 7 ½ hours a month

D = 6 ½ hours a month

IV. PARTICIPATION AND CITIZENSHIP (Daily Participation – Students must come to class prepared!)

1. Positive Participation will lead to positive grades for students who are:

A. Cooperative and courteous with others



B. Focused with attention to the director during class

C. Observe school and classroom rules

D. Punctual & ready to start class and performances

E. Observant of classroom rules

F. Using correct set-up and clean-up procedures

G. Ready with necessary supplies

2. Negative Participation will reduce grades.  Examples are:

A. Forgotten instrument

B. No music (EVERY STUDENT MUST BRING THEIR OWN MUSIC EVERYDAY!!!)

C. No supplies (reeds, shoulder rest, pencil, valve oil, drum sticks, etc.)

D. Tardy

E. Disruptive to class

F. Chewing Gum

Disruptive students will receive an unsatisfactory in citizenship and will have their academic grade lowered severely due to poor class participation credit

3. Positive consequences:

A. Verbal Praise

B.   Positive Home Contact

C.   Practice Card Credit

D.   High Grade

4. Negative consequences:  Students who CHOOSE to disobey the rules earn the following:

A. Instrument to be returned to the case (no credit given for that day)

B. Oops Slip

C. Written assignment

D. Lowered Grade (daily, weekly or complete)

E. Parent to be notified

F. Lunch or after school detention

G. Suspension from class

H. Office referral to the vice principal

I. Expelled from class

V. PERFORMANCE POLICY

1. School concerts are the culmination of the work done in class.  Students will be graded on attendance and concert etiquette; this means that the concert requirement is completed only when the entire concert is over (even if your ensemble finished earlier in the program).

2. Any performance is a required performance unless otherwise indicated.  Performance and rehearsals are a major activity and a large part of the grade is determined from attendance and participation at these functions.

3. Students are only excused from performance with director’s approval in cases of family emergency, illness, etc. (only if knowledge occurs first).  A written excuse or phone call must be submitted for approval AT LEAST 2 WEEKS IN ADVANCE.

4. Failure to attend a performance under any circumstances will result in the automatic lowering of the students’ letter grade by at least 1 letter grade regardless of their grade percentage.

5. It is the students and parents’ responsibility and a courtesy to let the director know whether or not he/she will be present at the performance.

VI. SCHOOL INSTRUMENT USE POLICY

Those students who plan on using a school instrument must fill out a “School Instrument Use Form.”  This form states that the students and parents will be held responsible for the well being of that instrument.  A signed “Use form” is the acceptance of responsibility for that instrument and any repairs that are the result of students’ neglect, damage, abuse or loss.  Normal wear and tear is not considered negligent damage and will be covered by the school.

VII. STRING PLAYERS ONLY

At Newhart we take playing a string instrument very seriously and we expect that students take it seriously too.  String instruments cannot be played properly with long fingernails.  Therefore, a requirement of the string classes is to trim the nails of the left hand to an appropriately short length.  Students who choose not to trim their nails to an appropriate length will not receive credit for participation until they are trimmed.

VIII. WEBSITE PHOTOS
Throughout the year we take photos of the students rehearsing and performing during their music activities.  We will be positing these photos at www.NewhartMusic.com without any student names listed.  Please go to our website to see them posted throughout the year.  If you prefer that you child be exempted from the photos, please check the appropriate box on the website permission form.
