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Instrumental Music Department

September 7, 2011

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students,

Welcome to Newhart Middle School’s Instrumental Music Department!  For those of you returning it’s great to have you back and for those newcomers, welcome!  This year should prove to be very exciting for everyone involved.  Some of the highlights of our year will be: evening performances at Newhart, Area Concert with CVHS, field trips, auditioning for Disneyland for the Advanced Band/Orchestra & Wind/String Ensembles as well as many other concerts and festivals.  This packet of information should familiarize all students and parents with the events and expectations of the instrumental music program at Newhart.


In our effort to continue the high level of musical excellence offered at Newhart, we are suggesting a voluntary Band & Orchestra Program Donation of $70.00 per student for this school year.  The $70 voluntary donation offsets the cost of field trips, transportation, sheet music, school instruments, supplies, case name tags, the music t-shirt, music folders, coaches, repairs of school instruments, concert attire, etc.  Please make your checks payable to “Newhart M.S. ASB,” place the student’s name under the memo section of the check and if possible, please return by Tues., Sept. 13th.  Cash will also be accepted.  Donations are voluntary, and all students will be allowed to participate regardless of whether a donation is made or not.
As in past years, the students will become better and better musicians and will be putting on performances throughout the year!  All family members and friends are encouraged to attend the concerts.  Students enrolled in instrumental music classes are required to take part in all concerts!  To help planning for the concert dates, we have included a Calendar of Events.  The dates are tentative and may be subject to change.  We will send updated calendars and post on our website as changes are made!

We have many ways you can contact us – (949)855-0162, Newhart M.S. SchoolLoop, krklingbeil@capousd.org or vapetty@capousd.org, and visit our music website at NewhartMusic.com.  We update the website every few days and it is the best source of information for the Newhart M.S. band & orchestra!

We are also a good resource of information regarding instrument purchases, instrument insurance, private lessons, local performance opportunities, and honor groups.  Please contact us anytime if you need help in any of these areas.

Attached to this handbook are 3 required forms and 1 optional form.  It is very important that the forms are turned in no later than Tuesday, Sept. 13th so we can get the music program underway.  We look forward to seeing you at the concerts and thank you very much for your help, support, and dedication to this program!  This should be a fun, exciting, and musical year!!!!!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Valerie Petty, Instrumental Music Director

Mr. Kenton Klingbeil, Instrumental Music Director

Please note that the Constitution of the State of California requires that we provide a public education to you free of charge. Your right to a free education is for all school/educational activities, whether curricular or extracurricular, and whether you get a grade for the activity or class.  Subject to certain exceptions, your right to a free public education means that we cannot require you or your family to purchase materials, supplies, equipment or uniforms for any school activity, nor can we require you or your family to pay security deposits for access, participation, materials, or equipment.

Student Expectations
ROOM BEHAVIOR AND EXPECTATIONS

1. Walk in quietly, put your case next to your chair, & get your music ready.  Be seated by the time the tardy bell rings.

2. Sit at “rest position” when not performing and wait silently for the director to raise his/her baton.

3. When baton is raised, bring instrument to playing position…no talking or playing out of turn!

4. Each student will be responsible for his/her own music with their full name written with pencil on each page!  Students will not be able to leave music on their stands at the end of the rehearsal and will place it in their own backpack to take home to practice!  Students may not take another person’s music or leave it in the music room!
GRADING

All evaluations for grades are based on the individual.  No student is compared to or evaluated with any other student.

Our grades are weighted.  Here is the breakdown:
40% Playing Tests

35% Classroom Participation
25% Concerts

Classroom Participation & Playing Test Expectations:

1. Correct playing posture, articulations, and/or bowings

2. Proper breath control/good tone quality

3. Correct interpretation of key signatures, rhythm, melody, harmony, dynamics, and style

4. Understanding of musical terms, key signatures, fingerings, and musical symbols

PARTICIPATION AND CITIZENSHIP (Daily Participation – Students must come to class prepared!)
1. Positive Participation will lead to positive grades for students who are:

A. Required music practiced and prepared

B. Cooperative and courteous with others




C. Focused with attention to the director during class

D. Observe school and classroom rules

E. Punctual & ready to start class and performances

F. Observant of classroom rules

G. Using correct set-up and clean-up procedures

H. Ready with necessary instrument
2. Negative Participation will reduce grades.  Examples are:

A. Required music not practiced

B. Forgotten instrument

C. No music (EVERY STUDENT MUST BRING THEIR OWN MUSIC EVERYDAY!!!)

D. Tardy

E. Disruptive to class

F. Chewing Gum or other food items (Bottled water OK)
Disruptive students will receive an unsatisfactory in citizenship and will have their academic grade lowered due to poor class participation credit

3. Positive consequences:

A. Verbal Praise



B.   Positive Home Contact

C.  Practice Card Credit


D.   High Grade

4. Negative consequences:  Students who disobey the rules earn the following:

A. Instrument to be returned to the case (no credit given for that day)

B. Oops Slip

C. Written assignment

D. Lowered Grade (daily, weekly or complete)

E. Parent to be notified

F. Lunch or after school detention

G. Suspension from class

H. Office referral to the vice principal

I. Expelled from class

PERFORMANCE POLICY

1. School concerts are the culmination of the work done in class.  Students will be graded on attendance and concert etiquette; this means that the concert requirement is completed only when the entire concert is over (even if your ensemble finished earlier in the program).

2. Any performance is a required performance unless otherwise indicated.  Performance and rehearsals are a major activity and a large part of the grade is determined from attendance and participation at these functions.

3. Students are only excused from performance, with director’s approval, in cases of family emergency, illness, etc. (only if knowledge occurs first).  A written excuse or phone call must be submitted for approval AT LEAST 2 WEEKS IN ADVANCE.

4. Failure to attend a performance under any circumstances will result in the automatic lowering of the students’ letter grade.  Concert grades are worth 25% of each quarter’s grade.

5. It is the students and parents’ responsibility and a courtesy to let the director know whether or not he/she will be present at the performance.  Many times we can offer help when family issues arise, such as arranging a carpool.

SCHOOL INSTRUMENT USE POLICY

Those students who plan on using a school instrument must fill out a “School Instrument Use Form.”  This form states that the students and parents will be responsible for the well being of that instrument.  A signed “Use form” is the acceptance of responsibility for that instrument and any repairs that are the result of students’ neglect, damage, abuse, or loss.  Normal wear and tear is not considered neglectful damage and will be covered by the school.
STRING PLAYERS ONLY

At Newhart we take playing a string instrument very seriously and we expect that students take it seriously too.  String instruments cannot be played properly with long fingernails.  Therefore, a requirement of the string classes is to trim the nails of the left hand to an appropriately short length.  Students who choose not to trim their nails to an appropriate length will not receive credit for participation until they are trimmed.

  2011-12 Newhart M.S.

Band & Orchestra Calendar

We hope these are the final dates for the year.  If a change is needed, we will send out new calendars and post the info on the music website.  Not all dates apply to all groups.  Please look at the title of your group for your dates.  If a group is not specified, then all students will be involved.

September

9/13 – 3 Handbook Forms Due

9/16 – Tux Shirt Measuring Day (during class)

9/22 – Back to School Night (evening)

October

10/3 – Band & Orchestra Fundraiser Kick-off during class in MPR
10/3-10/13 – Entertainment Book Fundraiser
10/7 & 10/13 – Fundraiser Collection Days

10/14 – Ensemble & Advanced Disney Tape Day/Audition if needed (during class in MPR)
10/28 – 8th Grade Band Night at CVHS (For 8th Graders in Band & Orchestra 4-9pm)
November

11/4 – End of the 1st Quarter

11/7-11/13 – Cougar Discount Card Fundraiser

11/11 – No School (Veterans Day)

11/21-25 – No School (Thanksgiving Break)

December

12/9-11 – All Southern Calif. Honor Band & Orch. Audition (opt.)

12/13 – Advanced Band & Wind Ensemble Winter Concert in MPR at Newhart (7pm arrival & 

  7:30pm performance)
12/13 – Intermediate Band Winter Concert in MPR at Newhart (5:30pm arrival & 6:00pm 

            performance)
12/14 – Advanced Orchestra & String Ensemble Winter Concert in MPR at Newhart (7pm 

            arrival & 7:30pm performance)
12/14 – Intermediate Orchestra Winter Concert (5:30pm arrival & 6:00pm performance)
12/29-1/2 – No School (Winter Recess)

12/? – String & Wind Ensemble Performance at Disneyland (hopefully)

January

1/4 – Band & Orchestra Picture Day (during class)

1/6 – Ensembles on Tour for Music Students (daytime in MPR)
1/16 – No School (M.L.K. Day)

1/? – Capistrano Honor Band/Orchestra Auditions & Rehearsals

February

2/3 – End of 2nd Quarter

2/17-20 – No School (Presidents Weekend)

2/23 – Area Concert @ Capo Valley High School

***Int. Orch./String Ens. @ 6pm (5:30 call) ***Int. Band/Wind Ens. @ 7:45 (7:15 call)

2/? – Advanced Performance at Disneyland (all day - hopefully)

March

3/20 – Wind Ensemble Festival Performance at San Juan Hills HS (9am-2pm)

3/23 – String Ensemble Festival Performance at San Juan Hills HS (9am-2pm)

3/28 – Intermediate Band Senior Center Concert (Period 1-4 at 11:30am)
April

4/6 – End of the 3rd Quarter

4/9-4/13 – No School (Spring Recess)

4/25 – Adv. Band & Adv. Orchestra Senior Center Concert (Period 1-4 at 11:30am)

4/? – Ancient Grooves Field trip with the Int. Band & Adv. Groups (9:15am-1:45pm)
May

5/16 – Intermediate Orchestra Senior Center Concert (Period 1-4 at 11:30am)
5/28 – No School (Memorial Day)

June

6/5 – Final Intermediate Band Concert in MPR at Newhart (5:30pm arrival & 6:00pm 

        performance)
6/5 – Final Advanced Band & Wind Ensemble Concert in MPR at Newhart (7pm arrival & 

        7:30pm performance)
6/6 – Final Intermediate Orchestra Concert in MPR at Newhart (5:30pm arrival & 6:00pm 

         performance)
6/6 – Final Advanced Orchestra & String Ensemble Concert in MPR at Newhart (7pm arrival & 

         7:30pm performance)
6/13 – Disney Tape Day (All classes)

6/14 – Wind Ensemble Performance at 8th Grade Awards Night (5:10 arrival & 5:30pm           

          performance)

6/14 – School Instruments Due

6/20 – Last Day of School

Last Updated on 9/1/11


Dress Standards for Concerts

Band & Orchestra

Concert Attire (Except for the Senior Center, HS Band Night, & Non-Performance Field Trips)

In general, this typically consists of a white long-sleeve tux shirt, solid black dress pants, solid long black socks, & solid black dress shoes.  Ladies have a second option and are asked to wear an all black, short sleeve, full-length dress.  A bow tie will be school owned and issued at every concert.  

This gives each ensemble a professional look on stage while also giving flexibility and multiple options for students’ individual needs, using formal clothing that can work for other occasions and functions.

All students will be provided with attire based on availability. This concert attire must be returned at the end of the year in the same condition as received.  Students who fail to return the attire or who return attire that is damaged beyond ordinary wear and tear will be required to reimburse the school for the full replacement cost.

We understand that some students may choose to purchase their own concert attire.  We are providing an opportunity for students to purchase concert attire through the school if desired.

Due to the complexity of the exact measurements for a tuxedo shirt, adults who know how to measure will measure the students at school shortly after the start of the year. Students will receive their shirts in time for their band/orchestra pictures and concerts. 

Questions about Concert Dress?  Students must notify the teacher/director as soon as possible (and in all instances at least 7 days in advance of a performance or other activity where concert dress is needed) regarding any issues, questions, or problems with concert attire.  Students who fail to notify the teacher and are then not appropriately dressed for the performance will not be allowed to perform.

Attire for Field Trips, 8th Gr. HS Band Night, and Senior Center Concerts

Boys & Girls:
1. Newhart Band & Orchestra T-Shirt (Provided by school)
2. Blue Jean Pants/Skirts/Shorts (Preferably) or Blue Pants/Skirts/Shorts
3. Tennis/Gym/Skater Shoes

Please note that the Constitution of the State of California requires that we provide a public education to you free of charge. Your right to a free education is for all school/educational activities, whether curricular or extracurricular, and whether you get a grade for the activity or class.  Subject to certain exceptions, your right to a free public education means that we cannot require you or your family to purchase materials, supplies, equipment or uniforms for any school activity, nor can we require you or your family to pay security deposits for access, participation, materials, or equipment.

Recommended Materials

for Students in Band or Orchestra

Recommended for students to use during class:

· Pencil

· Instrument with name tag on case

· Music
· Music Folder
· Supplies to maintain instrument

Recommended for students to use in their home practice:

· Music Stand

· Metronome

· Tuner

All students will be shown how to use these supplies maintain their instrument in good working condition.  As suggested by professionals and repair technicians, the supplies listed below are the best way to maintain an instrument in proper playing condition.  If an instrument is neglected, then it will likely end up in the repair shop for unnecessary & costly repairs.  If interested, there are kits available with all the supplies sold together and usually at a discount.  Sometimes the local stores run out of these supplies.  You may want to call ahead. 

Students will be more successful in their practicing at home if they use a proper music stand.  They will be able to play in proper playing position & to make it easier to read music.  Students can use metronomes to keep the beat and tuners to help them keep in tune.  If interested, portable folding stands, metronomes, & tuners are available at the local music stores for about $10-$30 each.  There are also free metronomes available online with a link posted at NewhartMusic.com.

Woodwinds
Reed players will go through many reeds.  If the reeds are taken care of, 10 reeds should last all year.  Reeds are available in bulk and sold by the box.  You can also get reed cases to protect them.  Please try to keep extra reeds in the instrument case for possible breakage.

Flute – cleaning rod with swab (handkerchief), polish/cleaning cloth

Clarinet – 5 wood reeds, reed case, cork grease, cleaning swab

Oboe – 2 wood reeds, reed case, cleaning swab, cork grease

Bassoon - 2 wood reeds, reed case, cleaning swab, cork grease, seat strap

Saxophones – 5 wood reeds, reed case, cleaning swab, cork grease, neck strap, polishing cloth

Brass

All slides should be move freely! Cleaning snakes are used when cleaning the instrument in the bath/sink on a monthly basis.  Leave the snake at home.  The other supplies should be kept with the instrument at all times.

Trumpet – valve oil, slide grease, trumpet cleaning snake, polishing/cleaning cloth

French Horn – valve/rotor oil, slide grease, french horn cleaning snake, polishing/cleaning cloth

Baritone Horn/Tuba – valve oil, slide grease, polishing/cleaning cloth

Trombone – Water mist spray bottle, slide oil or other slide cream, cleaning cloth/rag, slide grease, trombone cleaning snake

Percussion

2 pairs of drum sticks (1 set of 2 B’s and 1 set of 5 A’s), 1 pair of staccato wool tympani mallets, 1 pair of either yarn, plastic or rubber mallets, a bag to put these in (stick bag), a snare drum practice pad (rubber head)

Strings 

String instrument polish, violin polish or pure lemon oil (not pledge or other cleaner types). All supplies, except the polish, should be kept with the instrument at all times.  Polish should be left at home.  
Violin/Viola – 4 working fine tuners, extra set of strings*, shoulder rest (feet style), chin rest, polishing cloth
Cello – 4 working fine tuners, an extra “A” string, cello rosin, polishing cloth

Bass – bass rosin, polishing cloth

* If a student breaks a string, we can put that extra string on at anytime.  No need to take it to a repair shop.

Please note that the Constitution of the State of California requires that we provide a public education to you free of charge. Your right to a free education is for all school/educational activities, whether curricular or extracurricular, and whether you get a grade for the activity or class.  Subject to certain exceptions, your right to a free public education means that we cannot require you or your family to purchase materials, supplies, equipment or uniforms for any school activity, nor can we require you or your family to pay security deposits for access, participation, materials, or equipment.


FORM DUE BY TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th, 2011
WEBSITE PERMISSION FORM

Student Photos at NewhartMusic.com

Student’s Name __________________________________Period #:______

The Newhart Instrumental Music Department publishes a website (NewhartMusic.com) in order to help keep students and parents informed.

Since the website is part of the World Wide Web, we are asking for written permission from you, the parent, to use occasional photos of your child on this website.  No names will ever be used with a student’s photo.  Your permission allows photos to be posted only on the Newhart Instrumental Music Website.

________ I DO allow the Newhart Instrumental Music Department to publish a photo of my child at NewhartMusic.com and no first or last names will ever be included with student photos.

________ I DO NOT allow the Newhart Instrumental Music Department to publish a photo of my child at NewhartMusic.com and no first or last names will ever be included with student photos.

Parent Signature _______________________________

Parent Name (Please Print) _____________________________


FORM DUE BY TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th, 2011
SCHOOL INSTRUMENT FORM
Student’s Name __________________________________Period #:______

Do you need a school instrument for the school year?   OR...  Do you need a school only instrument so that you do not have to carry a cello/bass/baritone sax/tuba to school every day?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, please continue reading this letter! (

Instruments are very expensive and cost a lot to keep in working condition.  Due to the rising costs of repair and maintenance of our aging school instruments and increased numbers of students, a voluntary donation is suggested for the use of a school instrument for the entire school year.  Donations are voluntary and all students will be allowed to participate whether a donation is made or not.
All students in need of a school instrument will be provided with an instrument based on availability.  These instruments must be returned and checked in at the end of this school year in the same condition as received.  Students will be required to sign the District Instrument Usage Form before checking out the instrument.  Students who fail to return instruments or who return instruments that are damaged beyond ordinary wear and tear will be required to reimburse the school for the full replacement cost.

If you choose to use a school instrument through the Newhart Band & Orchestra program, the suggested donations are as follows:

· $50 Home and School Use

· $35 School Use Only
Please follow the steps below for a school instrument.

1. Fill out and return the District Instrument Usage Form provided by music teacher.

2. If a voluntary donation is being made for the school instrument use please make checks payable to Newhart M.S. ASB.

Donations are voluntary and all students will be allowed to participate whether a donation is made or not.

Instrument Desired ___________________________________  

Circle One:  
School & Home

School Only

Parent Signature _____________________________________________

Please note that the Constitution of the State of California requires that we provide a public education to you free of charge. Your right to a free education is for all school/educational activities, whether curricular or extracurricular, and whether you get a grade for the activity or class.  Subject to certain exceptions, your right to a free public education means that we cannot require you or your family to purchase materials, supplies, equipment or uniforms for any school activity, nor can we require you or your family to pay security deposits for access, participation, materials, or equipment.


FORM DUE BY TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th, 2011
CONCERT ATTIRE FORM

Student’s Name __________________________________Period #:______

Our concert attire generally consists of a white long-sleeve tux shirt, long black pants, long black socks and all black dress shoes.  Ladies have a second option of an all black, short sleeve, full-length dress.  This gives each ensemble a professional look on stage while also allowing flexibility and multiple options for students’ individual needs, using formal clothing that can also be worn for other occasions and functions.

All students will be provided with attire based on availability. This concert attire must be returned at the end of the year in the same condition as received.  Students who fail to return the attire or who return attire that is damaged beyond ordinary wear and tear will be required to reimburse the school for the full replacement cost.

We understand that some students may choose to purchase their own concert attire.  We are providing an opportunity for students to purchase tux shirts and dresses through the school if desired.

If you choose to purchase the concert attire through the school, the costs are as follows:


______ I plan to purchase the concert attire through the school and have included my order above and my check for $_____ made payable to Newhart MS ASB.

______ I plan to purchase the concert attire on my own through an outside vendor.

______ I plan to check out the concert attire from the school (based on availability).  I understand I must return it in good condition at the end of the school year.

Parent Signature _____________________________________________

Please note that the Constitution of the State of California requires that we provide a public education to you free of charge. Your right to a free education is for all school/educational activities, whether curricular or extracurricular, and whether you get a grade for the activity or class.  Subject to certain exceptions, your right to a free public education means that we cannot require you or your family to purchase materials, supplies, equipment or uniforms for any school activity, nor can we require you or your family to pay security deposits for access, participation, materials, or equipment.


FORM DUE BY TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th, 2011
EXPECTATIONS, INFORMATION, & DRESS STANDARDS FORM

Student’s Name __________________________________Period #:______

Student T-Shirt Size (Please check 1 box & shirts run small)

The music t-shirt will be provided to you at no extra cost. (

______ Youth Medium 

______ Youth Large

______ Adult Small

______ Adult Medium

______ Adult Large

______ Adult X-Large

PARENT NAME(S) ________________________________________________________

PARENT EMAIL(S) _______________________________________________________

HOME PHONE _______________________ 
CELL PHONE(S) ____________________

By signing this form you are agreeing to the following:
· Our family has placed all rehearsals & performances on the family calendar.  

We are aware that all performances, unless otherwise noted, are required.

· Our family understands the grading policy.
· Our family is returning the 3 required forms: 
· Website Permission Form
· Concert Attire Form
· Expectations, Information, & Dress Standards Form (this form)

· If our family chooses, we are returning the 1 optional form:
· School Instrument Form

· Our family will provide the rest of the expected uniform, including dress shoes, black socks and dress pants/long skirts OR notify the music teacher no later than 7 days prior to the concert so they can prepare an outfit for the student (based on availability).

· Our family has read and discussed the 2011-12 Instrumental Music Handbook, and we understand our commitment to the Newhart Middle School Instrumental Music Department, including the requirements of student attendance at all concerts.
______________________________________              
________________________

Student Signature





Date

__________________________________________

________________________

Parent Signature





Date
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*** REQUIRED FORM ***





***OPTIONAL FORM***





***REQUIRED FORM***





$16 Personal Tux Shirt


OR


$60 Concert Dress Black Dress for Ladies (Short Sleeve, Full Length)








***REQUIRED FORM***








